
 

 

 

 

The First Lesson:  Exodus 17:1-7 
 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the 

Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The 

people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do 

you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the 

people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and 

our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with 

this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the 

people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you 

struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the 

rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of 

the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and 

tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

 

The Second Lesson:  Philippians 2:1-13 
 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 

any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 

love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, 

but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 

who, though he was in the form of God,  

did not regard equality with God  

as something to be exploited,  

but emptied himself,  

taking the form of a slave,  

being born in human likeness.  

And being found in human form,  

he humbled himself  

and became obedient to the point of death— 

even death on a cross.  

Therefore God also highly exalted him  

and gave him the name  

that is above every name,  

so that at the name of Jesus  

every knee should bend,  

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

and every tongue should confess  

that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 

more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 

who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
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The Gospel:  Matthew 21:23-32 

 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he 

was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 

authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 

will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 

or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 

will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 

afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not 

know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 

vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father 

went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of 

the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, 

the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John 

came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and 

believe him.” 

 

 

 

Newcomer?  No matter who you are, or where you are in your faith journey, you are welcome 

here. Please join us for our next Newcomers’ Coffee on Sunday, October 5, at 10:10 a.m. in the 

Janney Parlor.  There you can ask questions, get information and be warmly welcomed to St. 

James’. 

 

Adult Forum:  Join Fr. John in the Parish Hall (note new location) at the ever-popular Adult 

Forum today.  Adult Forum meets from 10:10 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. every Sunday. 

  

 

 

 

Sunday School Snacks: As of today, snacks will no longer be part of Sunday School because 

of the growing number of children with varying allergies. Our first priority is to ensure that 

every child is safe, and with the number of children with allergies and the scope of those 

allergies, we no longer feel comfortable incorporating food into our routine. Thank you for your 

understanding. 
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Middle School Youth Group will meet from 4:30-6:00 p.m. today in the Parish Hall and 

outside. We’ll continue to talk a little bit about “words,” play some gross games, and eat pizza! 

Next week, we’ll assemble goodie bags for the girls at the Bromley School in Liberia. 

 

Senior High Youth Group: Tonight is Moe’s night. We will meet at Moe’s from 6:30-7:30 

p.m. See you there! 

 

Pizza with a Purpose continues on Wednesdays. Middle School gathers from 6:00-7:30, and 

Senior High from 7:30-9:00, in the Catacombs, until the youth room is finished. We’ll be 

talking about grace, forgiveness, and fairness… as well as eating pizza and hanging out! 

 

 

 

 

Outreach in Action:  In mid-October, parishioner Kimberly Haeringer is returning to Liberia to 

assist the Bromley School for Girls in its restoration. Kimberly will be taking basic supplies to 

the girls. Now through October 5, we have a box in the Narthex in which you can donate: 

compact mirrors, hair ribbons and any hair accessory (rubber bands, etc.), crochet hooks, yarn, 

gently-used backpacks, stationary, pens, pencils, nail clippers, emery boards, travel shampoo, 

soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste and dental floss. 

 

American Red Cross Needs Help:  St. Gabriel’s parishioner Sue Hands-Renwick is recruiting 

volunteers to help in the American Red Cross call center in Ashburn helping those displaced by 

hurricanes Gustav, Hanna, and Ike.  Training is provided and schedules are flexible.  For more 

information, contact Sue at handsrenwicks@usa.redcross.org. 

 

 

 

 

The new Photo Directories are here—please obtain one from the ushers.  

Acolytes are essential to every worship service at St. James’. Children from 4th grade to high 

school seniors are welcome to serve. If you are interested in joining or would like more 

information, contact Dottie Brannock through the Church Office at (703)777-1124 or 

info@stjamesleesburg.org. Training will begin in October. 

 

Divorce Care Ministry:  Are you experiencing the pain of a divorce?  Have you recently been 

through a divorce?  If so, you are invited to attend the first meeting of the Divorce Care ministry 

TODAY, at 5:00 p.m. in Rev. Kate’s office.  Childcare will be available.  For further 

information, contact Rev. Kate at (703)777-1124 or kate@stjamesleesburg.org. 

 

Foyer Groups (small groups of 8 to 10 St. James’ parishioners who meet for fellowship and 

dinner at a group member’s house once a month) are reorganizing.  All are welcome.  If you’d 

like to join, contact Doug & Joan Corderman through the Church Office at (703)777-1124 or 

info@stjamesleesburg.org before Monday, September 29. 
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A Couples Bible Study, under the leadership of Jim and Nancy Quinn, begins on Tuesday, 

September 30, at 7:30 p.m. in their home.  The decision as to which book of the Bible or theme 

will be studied will be made at the group’s first meeting.  Contact Nancy Quinn through the 

Church Office at (703)777-1124 or info@stjamesleesburg.org for more information.  

 

39 and Holding (formerly known as Older Adult Ministry):  Have you retired (or semi-retired) 

from the paid work force but continue to be active and independent?  Are you looking to be 

more involved spiritually and socially in your faith community?  Come brainstorm the 

possibilities with Rev. Kate and interested parishioners on Sunday, October 5, between 10:10 

and 11:00 a.m. in Rev. Kate’s office.  For more information, contact Rev. Kate at (703)777-

1124 or kate@stjamesleesburg.org.  

 

The St. James’ Book Club meets the second Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Janney Parlor. Please bring a snack or beverage to share. Contact Mary Pellicano through the 

Church Office at (703)777-1124 or info@stjamesleesburg.org for more information. On 

October 9, we will take part in the public library’s One Book, One Community program and 

read Nothing But the Truth by Avi. 

 

St. James’ Quest 2008 (formerly the SJ Road Rally):  Join us Sunday, October 19, at 1:00 p.m. 

for a quest that will put the Lord of the Rings to shame.  Drive the back roads of Loudoun, try to 

solve clues from the devious mind of George Pellicano, and search for the vineyard at the end of 

the rainbow.  The SJ Quest 2008 will test your mettle as a driver and as an Episcopalian.  

Anybody who is slower than the Art & Ruth Blakeslee record of 4 hours, 35 minutes will be 

ruthlessly eliminated.  RSVP to the Church Office at (703)777-1124 if you intend to start on this 

epic quest. 

 

“Discovering St. James’” Membership Class:  If you’re new to St. James’ and are interested 

in becoming a member, then this class is for you.  Offered once each fall and spring, the next 

DSJ class will be held on three consecutive Sundays: November 2, 9 and 16, from 11:00 a.m. to 

1:30 p.m.  Childcare will be available; a light lunch will be provided.  Contact Rev. Kate at 

(703)777-1124 or kate@stjamesleesburg.org for more information. 

 

St. James’ Preschool has openings available in Afternoon 3’s, Morning & Afternoon 4’s, and 

Afternoon 4 ½’s programs. We have had an excellent reputation as a loving Christian preschool 

for more than 30 years. Come enrich your child’s life and join our amazing Preschool! For more 

information, call (703) 777-8439. 



 

 

 

Altar Guild:  Margaret Akers, Di Cook, Caroline Ennis, Kay Gregg, McLean Pumphrey, Kate 

Williams  

 

7:45 Service:  Acolyte:  Dottie Brannock  Lectors & Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Bill 

Brooks, Ron Kunz, Jack Cook  Ushers:  Wright Horton, Alan Fulton  Fellowship Hosts:  Jack 

& Di Cook 

 

9:00 Service:  Organist/Children’s Choir Director:  Dr. Pat Avery  Corner Chorale 

Director:  Dr. Stephan Knobloch  Pianist: Rachel Newell  Acolytes:  Jonathan Moroz, E.J. 

Poell, Matthew Poell, Bryan Rombach  Lectors & Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Elaine 

Nunnally, John Forcier, Kirk Johnson, Robert Hagler, Janell Easter  Ushers:  Martha & 

Shelby Rombach, Michael Knobloch, Tom Smith, Matt Costello, Bruce & Rachel Roberts  

Fellowship Hosts:  Rachelle & Bill Schroeder 

 

11:15 Service: Minister of Music:  Dr. Steven Cooksey  Acolytes:  Arrianna Hamrah, 

William Moore, Scott Clark  Lectors & Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Judy Perso, Lloyd Hill, 

Karen Jackson, Molly Kronberg, Connie Myers  Healing Team:  Anne Tiffany, Anya Johnson  

Fellowship Host:  Alice Lees 

 

Clergy: The Rev. John Ohmer, Rector; The Rev. Kate Bryant & The Rev. Mary Davila, 

Assistants to the Rector; The Rev. Donald Goodness, Priest Associate 

 

 

 

 

General Information:  info@stjamesleesburg.org 

Rector: The Rev. John Ohmer:  john@stjamesleesburg.org 

Assistant to the Rector for Adult Ministries: 

The Rev. Kate Bryant:  kate@stjamesleesburg.org 

Assistant to the Rector for Children & Youth Ministries: 

The Rev. Mary Davila:  mary@stjamesleesburg.org 

Priest Associate:  The Rev. Donald Goodness: drglrg97@verizon.net 

Director of Parish Operations:  Keith Nelsen Stroud: keith@stjamesleesburg.org 

Parish Administrator:  Kris Kennedy: kris@stjamesleesburg.org 

Financial Administrator:  Sheri Nelson: sheri@stjamesleesburg.org 

Communications Coordinator:  Janine Wilson: janine@stjamesleesburg.org  

Registrar/Wedding Coordinator:  Kay Gregg: kay@stjamesleesburg.org 

Newcomers Committee:  Ruth Blakeslee: ruthart@earthlink.net 
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